Chapter V
THE GREAT AMBITION

IT would be absurd to suppose that the tremendous efforts
made by Germany and Italy in Spain, and the placing of their
men, war material, technicians and best officers at the service
of the rebels in the proportions which we have just seen, were due
to caprice on the part of Mussolini and Hitler; or that the two
dictators were merely anxious to have a new colleague with whom
to celebrate the triumph of totalitarian ideology, arid a few
million Spaniards saluting, willy nilly, in the Fascist style. Behind
the scenes where one of the most ingenious comedies of the
Fascist repertoire (which might well bear the title: "True love
means possession") was being presented for public entertainment,
the desire for expansion and hegemony mspiring the whole policy
of the two totalitarian States was only too evident.

Neither of the dictators, certainly, ever lost a favourable
opportunity to proclaim loudly that his assistance to the rebels
was as altruistic as it was innocent. In the Appendix to the Anglo-
Italian Agreement of April i6th, 1938, there figures a letter from
Count Giano reiterating that "Italy has no territorial or political
ambitions, and seeks no economic privileges in Spain, the Balearic
Islands,, overseas territories or the Spanish Moroccan zone,
neither has she any intention of maintaining armed forces in those
regions." The Chancellor of the Reich, for his part, at the
diplomatic reception in Berlin on January nth, 1937, gave the
most categoric assurances to the French Ambassador that "it was
not and never had been Germany's intention to violate the
integrity of Spain, or of the Spanish possessions.'5 Three weeks
later, in his important speech of January 30th, Hitler stressed even
more firmly the disinterested nature of German sympathies for
General Franco.
I do not deny that the two dictators are bound by an
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